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Part 1
Back Story



What Is Nickelsville?

Nickelsville is a series of illegal, roving squatters camps thave
have existed in and around Seattle, Washington since 2009.
Nickelsville is organized and run by the Seattle Housing and
Resource EffortdHARE

SHARE is a tdree 501(c)3 nowprofit group. In addition to
Nickelsville, SHARE also operates a handful of indoor shelters
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its creation in 1990, SHARE has received millions of dollars in
government grants and private donations.

SHARE is run by a guy named Scott Morrow.


http://www.sharewheel.org/




SHARE claims that Nickelsville is a result of poverty and
[SIGGfSQa FlIAfdzZNE (2 | RRNB:Z

It also holds that Nickelsville is a democratic,-self
managed community. Notwithstanding this, there have
been credible accounts (as reported in the media)
Scott Morrow, runs Nickelsville the way he runs
everything else at SHARE: with an iron fist.






Under Mayor Greg Nickels, the Seattle city government had
chased thAe camp out of one squat after another. In honor of
bAO1StaQ RAfAISYOSZT {1 ! w9 VIY

'A_k'l

During the Nickels era gi®t .
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had hovered at aroundisSs"g p*
50 people, and the W
camp itself was
relatively clean and
tidy.
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under his regime the City would not shut down or

otherwise molest Nickelsville. Apparently, McGinn was

hoping that things would work out begtboth for him and

for Nickelsvilleg if the camp were left to its own devices.
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sporadically with SHARE and the Mayor on the question of

a permanent home for the camp but otherwise taking no
action.



In 2011, a little more than a year into
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onto a plot of industrial land in southwest

Seattle. Word got out and the camp

population swelled with people arriving from

around the country.
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became apparent that Nickelsville was not only
not goingaway, it was metastasizing.



The squatters started throwing up shacks and calling the Marginal
Way site their permanent home.

One day Scott Morrow showed uggssmssmae -
at a neighborhood meeting with B0
architectural drawings of a camp IR =
expanded to house a thousand &2 ‘“\ -

people. When neighbors objecte@il S A
to the plan, they were reviled as } ‘ Nealn -
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Many people who had hitherto been sympathetic to Nickelsville
(including me) were astounded. Seattle has one of the best recol
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But now, this uncouth little
troll of a man (Morrow) was
turning ourCity on the Hill
Into aCity in the Dumpand
blaming us for it to boot.

Morrow staged angry
demonstrations at City Hall
and pledged that Nickelsville
would never move until the
City found Nickelsville anothe:
place to stay.




Meanwhile, conditions deteriorated inside the
camp, as drug dealers took over and the place
became a magnet for mentally ill and chronically
homeless people who had no desire to seek out
permanent shelter or other city services.




Panhandlers, sometimes with their possessions in tow, set up
shop in the business district around the camp.
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often stuck around in the woods nearby . . .



