Joint Statement from the Jewish, Black, and Asian Communities

“Justice, justice you shall pursue”
Deuteronomy 16:20

Religious and community leaders from across Seattle today joined together in
support of the Recall Sawant campaign, issuing the following statement:

Today, we want to make something emphatically clear: Councilmember Kshama
Sawant does not speak for us, nor our communities. Only we can do that, and only we
should do that.

In making this statement, we encourage District 3 voters to support the Recall of
Councilmember Kshama Sawant.

We have not come to this recommendation lightly. We practice and teach acceptance
and forgiveness. But District 3 voters ought to be aware of Sawant’s long history of
attacking our communities and hi-jacking our efforts.

Sawant regularly trades in rhetoric that gives rise to antisemitism, resulting in violence
and hatred directed at the Jewish community. She has also stoked chaos in the black
community and sought to hijack the efforts of Black Lives Matter organizers to promote
her own political agenda. These behaviors have been well documented by news
coverage and amount to a record that we simply cannot condone or support.

Kshama Sawant has consistently sought to exploit and politicize the painful
circumstances of our communities for her own personal gain. These craven behaviors
do nothing more than to further divide us as people and contribute to the incitement and
spreading of hate.

The Seattle Asian community has repeatedly attempted to bring concerns to
Councilmember Sawant regarding the loss of vibrancy in the International District
resulting from the cities lax attitude toward crime in the district.

Sawant refuses to advocate for the Asian community because she falsely equates crime
with poverty and exploits our problems for political gain. Small businesses are still
recovering from damage sustained during riots where so many businesses experienced
violent property damage and looting — much of which she encouraged.

Sawant appropriates the cultural identity of the Asian community for political gain and
gamesmanship — but turns her back on the community’s needs. That is why we support
the recall of Kshama Sawant.

Our communities support the recall of Kshama Sawant because she admitted to guilt in
using city resources to support a ballot initiative and failed to comply with public



disclosure requirement related to this support; she disobeyed state orders related to
Covid 19 by admitting hundreds of people into City Hall on June 9™ of 2020 when it was
closed, endangering public workers; and, she led a protest to Mayor Jenny Durkan’s,
the location which Sawant knows is protected under state confidentiality laws.

As the Seattle Times recently said in their endorsement of the Recall — “Voters should
hold Sawant accountable for transgressions against civil governance and remove her
from office”.

These are not characteristics of those who should be trusted to lead our people, and
why we cannot support Sawant remaining in office.
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